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Hezekiah's Reign and Reforms

1 Hezekiah began to reign when he was five and twenty years old, and he reigned

nine and twenty years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Abijah, the daughter

of Zechariah.

2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that

David his father had done.

3 He in the first year of his reign, in the first month, opened the doors of the house

of the LORD, and repaired them.

4 And he brought in the priests and the Levites, and gathered them together into the

east street,

5 And said unto them, Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now yourselves, and sanctify the

house of the LORD God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of the holy

place.

6 For our fathers have trespassed, and done that which was evil in the eyes of the

LORD our God, and have forsaken him, and have turned away their faces from the

habitation of the LORD, and turned their backs.

7 Also they have shut up the doors of the porch, and put out the lamps, and have not

burned incense nor offered burnt offerings in the holy place unto the God of Israel.

8 Wherefore the wrath of the LORD was upon Judah and Jerusalem, and he hath

delivered them to trouble, to astonishment, and to hissing, as ye see with your eyes.

9 For, lo, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and

our wives are in captivity for this.
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10 Now it is in mine heart to make a covenant with the LORD God of Israel, that his

fierce wrath may turn away from us.

11 My sons, be not now negligent: for the LORD hath chosen you to stand before

him, to serve him, and that ye should minister unto him, and burn incense.

12 Then the Levites arose, Mahath the son of Amasai, and Joel the son of Azariah, of

the sons of the Kohathites: and of the sons of Merari,  Kish the son of Abdi,  and

Azariah the son of Jehalelel: and of the Gershonites; Joah the son of Zimmah, and

Eden the son of Joah:

13 And  of  the  sons  of  Elizaphan;  Shimri,  and  Jeiel:  and  of  the  sons  of  Asaph;

Zechariah, and Mattaniah:

14 And of  the  sons  of  Heman;  Jehiel,  and Shimei:  and of  the  sons  of  Jeduthun;

Shemaiah, and Uzziel.

15 And  they  gathered  their  brethren,  and  sanctified  themselves,  and  came,

according to the commandment of the king, by the words of the LORD, to cleanse

the house of the LORD.

16 And the priests went into the inner part of the house of the LORD, to cleanse it,

and brought out all the uncleanness that they found in the temple of the LORD into

the court of the house of the LORD. And the Levites took it, to carry it out abroad

into the brook Kidron.

17 Now they began on the first day of the first month to sanctify, and on the eighth

day of the month came they to the porch of the LORD: so they sanctified the house of

the LORD in eight days; and in the sixteenth day of the first month they made an

end.

18 Then they went in to Hezekiah the king, and said, We have cleansed all the house

of the LORD, and the altar of burnt offering, with all the vessels thereof, and the

shewbread table, with all the vessels thereof.

19 Moreover  all  the  vessels,  which  king  Ahaz  in  his  reign  did  cast  away  in  his

transgression, have we prepared and sanctified, and, behold, they are before the

altar of the LORD.
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The Temple Reconsecrated

20 Then Hezekiah the king rose early, and gathered the rulers of the city, and went

up to the house of the LORD.

21 And they brought seven bullocks, and seven rams, and seven lambs, and seven he

goats, for a sin offering for the kingdom, and for the sanctuary, and for Judah. And

he commanded the priests the sons of Aaron to offer them on the altar of the LORD.

22 So they killed the bullocks, and the priests received the blood, and sprinkled it on

the altar: likewise, when they had killed the rams, they sprinkled the blood upon the

altar: they killed also the lambs, and they sprinkled the blood upon the altar.

23 And they brought forth the he goats for the sin offering before the king and the

congregation; and they laid their hands upon them:

24 And the priests killed them, and they made reconciliation with their blood upon

the altar, to make an atonement for all Israel: for the king commanded that the burnt

offering and the sin offering should be made for all Israel.

25 And he set the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with psalteries,

and with harps, according to the commandment of David, and of Gad the king's seer,

and Nathan the prophet: for so was the commandment of the LORD by his prophets.

26 And the Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests with the

trumpets.

27 And Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt offering upon the altar. And when

the burnt offering began, the song of the LORD began also with the trumpets, and

with the instruments ordained by David king of Israel.

28 And all the congregation worshipped, and the singers sang, and the trumpeters

sounded: and all this continued until the burnt offering was finished.

29 And when they had made an end of offering, the king and all that were present

with him bowed themselves, and worshipped.

2 Chronicles 29

3



30 Moreover  Hezekiah the king and the princes  commanded the Levites  to  sing

praise unto the LORD with the words of David, and of Asaph the seer. And they sang

praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads and worshipped.

31 Then Hezekiah answered and said, Now ye have consecrated yourselves unto the

LORD, come near and bring sacrifices and thank offerings into the house of  the

LORD. And the congregation brought in sacrifices and thank offerings; and as many

as were of a free heart burnt offerings.

32 And the number of  the burnt offerings,  which the congregation brought,  was

threescore and ten bullocks, an hundred rams, and two hundred lambs: all these

were for a burnt offering to the LORD.

33 And the consecrated things were six hundred oxen and three thousand sheep.

34 But the priests were too few, so that they could not flay all the burnt offerings:

wherefore their brethren the Levites did help them, till the work was ended, and

until the other priests had sanctified themselves: for the Levites were more upright

in heart to sanctify themselves than the priests.

35 And  also  the  burnt  offerings  were  in  abundance,  with  the  fat  of  the  peace

offerings,  and the drink offerings for  every burnt  offering.  So the service of  the

house of the LORD was set in order.

36 And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the people, that God had prepared the people: for

the thing was done suddenly.

HEBREW & GREEK WORD STUDIES

Altar — ֵַּח� מִזבְ (Mizbeach)

Altar, place of sacrifice

The Hebrew mizbeach (ֵַּח� means altar—from (מִזבְ
the root 'to slaughter.' Altars were places where
sacrifices were offered to God, pointing forward
to Christ's ultimate sacrifice.

Atonement — ַָּפר� כ (Kaphar)

To cover, make atonement

The Hebrew kaphar (ַָּפר� means to cover or (כ
make atonement—the basis for Yom Kippur (Day
of Atonement). The blood of sacrifices covered
sin: 'it is the blood that maketh an atonement for
the soul' (Leviticus 17:11).
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Blood — ָּם� ד (Dam)

Blood

The Hebrew dam (ָּם� —means blood (ד
representing life itself. 'The life of the flesh is in
the blood' (Leviticus 17:11), and blood was
required for atonement, foreshadowing Christ's
sacrifice.

God — אֱלֹהִים (Elohim)

God (plural of majesty)

The Hebrew Elohim (אֱלֹהִים) is a plural form
denoting majesty and fullness of deity. Though
grammatically plural, it takes singular verbs
when referring to the one true God, suggesting
the Trinity's plurality within unity.

Holy — ׁקָּדוֹש (Qadosh)

Holy, set apart

The Hebrew qadosh (ׁקָּדוֹש) means holy or set
apart—separated from common use for God's
purposes. God is 'the Holy One of Israel,' utterly
distinct from creation in moral perfection.

Kingdom — ת� מַלכְו (Malkhut)

Kingdom, reign, royal power

The Hebrew malkhut (ת� denotes kingdom (מַלכְו
or royal rule—the realm and reign of a king.
God's kingdom represents His sovereign rule
over all creation.

Lamb — ֶׂבֶש� שֶׂה / כ (Seh / Kebes)

Lamb, young sheep

The Hebrew seh (שֶׂה) denotes a lamb—central to
Israel's sacrificial system. The Passover lamb's
blood protected Israel from judgment (Exodus
12), and Isaiah prophesied the Servant would be
'brought as a lamb to the slaughter' (Isaiah 53:7).

Lord — ָּי ָּה / אֲדֹנ יהְו (YHWH / Adonai)

The LORD / Lord

When 'LORD' appears in small capitals, it
represents the Tetragrammaton YHWH (ָּה ,(יהְו
God's personal covenant name meaning 'I AM.'
When 'Lord' appears normally, it's Adonai (ָּי ,(אֲדֹנ
meaning 'my Lord,' emphasizing sovereignty.

Priest — ֹהֵּן� כ (Kohen)

Priest

The Hebrew kohen (ֹהֵּן� denotes a priest—one (כ
who mediates between God and people through
sacrifices and intercession. Aaron and his
descendants served as Israel's priests,
foreshadowing Christ the Great High Priest.

Prophet — ָּביִא נ (Navi)

Prophet, spokesman

The Hebrew navi (ָּביִא means prophet—one who (נ
speaks God's word to the people. Prophets
received divine revelation and declared God's
message, often calling Israel to repentance and
foretelling future events.

Sacrifice — ַזבֶח (Zevach)

Sacrifice, offering

The Hebrew zevach (ַזבֶח) denotes a sacrifice or
offering—an animal slaughtered for worship. Old
Testament sacrifices foreshadowed Christ, 'the
Lamb of God' (John 1:29).

Sanctify — ׁקָּדַש (Qadash)

To set apart, make holy

The Hebrew qadash (ׁקָּדַש) means to set apart or
consecrate—separating something for God's
sacred purposes. God sanctified the seventh day
(Genesis 2:3) and calls His people to 'be holy; for
I am holy' (Leviticus 11:44).
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Sin — חַט�ָּאת (Chatta'ah)

Sin, missing the mark

The Hebrew chatta'ah (חַט�ָּאת) means sin—
missing the mark of God's standard. It
encompasses rebellion, transgression, and falling
short of divine holiness.

Word — ָּבָּר� ד (Davar)

Word, thing, matter

The Hebrew davar (ָּבָּר� means word, thing, or (ד
matter—God's creative and authoritative speech.
'By the word of the LORD were the heavens
made' (Psalm 33:6).

Wrath — אַף (Aph)

Wrath, anger

The Hebrew aph (אַף) literally means 'nose' or
'nostrils,' idiomatically expressing wrath or anger
—God's righteous indignation against sin. Yet
God is 'slow to anger' (Exodus 34:6) and
'abundant in mercy.'
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